F PROGRESS 


NATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CENTRES OF THE N.S:s: 


SCHOOLS 


THE THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 


Dene Park, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Telephone: Tonbridge 3859. 


Headmaster: 
H. B. Davies, Esq., M.B.E., B.Sc.(Econ.). 


Chairman of the Board of Governors: 
Douglas Delarue, Esq., J.P. 


Secondary Modern and Grammar Educa- 
tion for Spastics of 11 years and over. 


Accommodation: 72. 


THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 


Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 
Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 


Headmistress: 
Mrs. C. M. Kearslake. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Miss M. B. Jowett, M.B.E. 


Primary Education for Spastics between 5 
and 16 years. 


Accommodation 50. 


THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 
Tixover Grange, Duddington, 
Nr. Stamford. 
Telephone: Duddington 212. 
Headmaster: 
R. A. Pedder, Esq. 
Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Eric Smith, Esq. 
Primary Education for Spastics between 5 
and 16 years. 
Accommodation: 70, 8 Day Pupils. 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL 


Holmrook, Cumberland. 
Telephone: Holmrook 242. 


Headmaster: 
John Nelson, Esq. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
J2 Herdstsos 


Education for Spastics reputed to be below 
average intelligence. 


Accommodation: 41. 


INGFIELD MANOR SCHOOL 


Five Oaks, Nr. Billingshurst, Sussex. 
Telephone: Billingshurst 294. 


Headmistress: Miss E. M. Varty. 


Education for spastics aged 5-16 reputed 
to be below average intelligence. 


Accommodation: 50. 


ASSESSMENT CENTRE 
HAWKSWORTH HALL 


Guiseley, Leeds, Yorks. 
Telephone: Guiseley 2914. 


Principal: J. D. Johnson, Esq. 


Assessment Centre for Spastic children 
between 5S and 13 years. 


Accommodation: 24. 


ADULT CENTRES 
DARESBURY HALL 


Daresbury, Nr. Warrington, Lancs. 
Telephone: Moore 359. 


Warden: F. W. Bellman, Esq. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
George Evans, Esq. 


Residential Centre for Male Spastics aged 
from 16 to 35 years. 


Accommodation: 34. 


COOMBE FARM 


Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Addiscombe 23.10. 


Warden: F. W. Bowyer, Esq., M.A. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
R. Meek, Esq. 


Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
16 to 25 years. Accommodation: 45. 


PRESTED HALL & THE GRANGE 


Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 
Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 


Warden: J. H. Watson, Esq. 

Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Miss Mary Ruck, R.R.C. 

Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
25 to 40 years. Accommodation: 31. 


THE GRANGE: 


High Street, Kelvedon. 


Accommodates 13 Spastics over the age of 
40 years. 


TRAINING CENTRE 
“* SHERRARDS ” 


Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 
Telephone: Welwyn Garden 2125. 
Principal: E. L. Knight, Esq. 

Chairman of the Management Committee: 
The Hon. Lady Bowes Lyon. 


Vocational Training Centre for young 
adult Spastics. 


Accommodation Paps bs 


HOLIDAY HOTELS 
ARUNDEL PRIVATE HOTEL 


23, The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Telephone: Southend 476351. 


Manageress: Miss M. Burden. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
H. F. Savage, Esq., J.P. 


Hotel for Spastics and accompanying rela- 
tives or friends. Accommodation: 19. 


Write to Manageress for bookings. 


S.0.S. HOLIDAY HOTEL FOR SPASTIC 
CHILDREN 


Colwall Court, Bexhill. 
Telephone: Bexhill 1491. 


Manager: F. E. Chappell, Esq. 


Chairman of the Management Committee: 
David Jacobs, Esq. 


Accommodation: 23. 


INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS AFFILIATED [Os GRE INe ses 


. DAME HANNAH ROGERS SCHOOL 


Ivybridge, Devon. 


Telephone: Ivybridge 461. 


Headmistress. 


Miss B. G. Sutcliffe. 


Chairman: 


Norman Capener, Esq., F.R.C.S. 


PERCY HEDLEY SCHOOL 


Forest Hall, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 12. 


Telephone: 
Headmistress: 


Mrs. E. M. Caldwell, N.F.F. 


Chairman: 


Alderman J. Gray, J.P. 


Special education for severely disabled 


Residential School for 50 cerebral palsied 
children, boys and girls, between the ages 
5 and 16, 


children with cerebral palsy who live in 
the Five Northern Counties. 
Accommodation: 32 Day pupils. 

40 Boarders, 
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FRONT COVER 


Ten candles marking ten years of progress to the benefit of 
spastics—that is the proud achievement the National Spastics 
Society will record on 6th June, 1962, when the Lord Bishop 
of London will unveil a Commemorative Tablet at 12 Park 
Crescent. 


Every eight hours a spastic child is born in Britain. Recent 
Gallup Polls indicate that there are at least 75,000 spastics in 
this country. That is the measure of the challenge that the 
Society has pledged itself to meet. 
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PULLING TOGETHER (4) 


The Society cannot “go it alone.” It must work closely 
with the Ministries of Health, Education and Labour, 
quite apart from its day to day partnership with many 
local authorities up and down the country. 


For the success of the Society’s scheme, co-ordination 
between the departments providing the services, the 
parents, local authorities and other voluntary organisa- 
tions, the general medical practitioners and the hospital 
and specialist service is essential to produce the best 
service for each individual child and adult. 


Our children become adolescents and school leavers, 
and preparation for further education, training and 
employment must be initiated at an early stage so that 
each young person can develop to the maximum of his or 
her mental and physical ability. 


As our adult residents grow older we must increase our 
help and services to ensure for them some security and 
tranquility of mind in old age. 


We have much to learn in the field of caring for and 
training the child who is both mentally and physically 
handicapped. The parents of these children need help 
almost as urgently as the children. Constant reference to, 
and application of, our own experience and experiments, 
and those of others in the same field, is a continuous 
process in seeking the answer to enrich the rather barren 
lives and outlook for many of these children. 


It is estimated that there are 75,000 Spastics in England 
and Wales and the Society cannot care for all but it can set 
high standards for others who are working in the field and 
help them with its specialised knowledge. 


ORDER FORM 
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“SPASTICS NEWS”, 
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Please send me SPAsTics NEws until further notice at the annual 
subscription rate of 8s., including postage. (Published monthly). 
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THE YOUNG ONES (1) 


Dear Editor, , 

On behalf of Form 3b I would like to send this small con- 
tribution of £2 Ss. which we have had great pleasure in 
collecting for spastic children. 

In our school we have a Service once a week given by in- 
dividual forms, and this week it was our turn—our subject 
was cripples. We acted a scene from the Bible about Peter 
and John healing a crippled man and two of us wrote prayers 
about cripples. 

We did not want to forget this after the Service, so we 
have made this collection in the school and hope it may be 
useful. 


MARGARET FARNHAM, 
Silver Royd County Secondary Girls’ School, 
Leeds 12. 


THE YOUNG ONES (2) 


Dear Editor, 

I am writing on behalf of 3a. We have 39 children in our 
class. We have much pleasure in sending you some magazines. 

We hope you will accept this small gift of ten shillings as 
well. We have gathered the money by making magazines 
and selling them at 5d., 4d. and so on, or letting them be 
read for a 4d. a time. I hope the money will come in useful. 
Some children have managed to send an old toy. With all 
good wishes to the children. 


JACQUELINE SOLE, 
Hassell County Primary Mixed School, 
Newcastle, Staffs. 


GENEROSITY 


Dear Editor, 
Enclosed please find P.O. for £1 for March and April 
issues of SPASTICS NEWS sent to me. 


M. WOODHOUSE, 

178 Gracemere Crescent, 
Hall Green, 

Birmingham 28. 


SPECIAL DAY 


Dear Editor, 

The first Sunday in June (June 3rd) is “Shut-in-Day”, a 
special day set aside to remember the sick, aged and lonely 
in their homes and hospitals, those who through age or 
infirmity are unable to take part in the social life of the 
community. On this day, those who are able, try to give 
cheer to these persons with a visit, books, flowers or a letter- 
card which give so much joy, and more—the wonderful 
thought that someone cares. 

Please spare a thought for these “Shut-Ins’, these lonely 
house-bound folk, who would love to be remembered. 


(Miss) ELSIE HARLEY, 

The Shut-In’s Day Association, 
Sellindge, 

Ashford, Kent. 


SOUTHAMPTON AND SPASTICS 


We have been asked by the Chief Education Officer 
of the County Borough of Southampton to correct a 
mis-statement which appeared in the October issue of 
the magazine under the heading “Southampton and 
District Spastics Association.” In this article it was 
stated that “Southampton cares for its old, its deaf, its 
blind and its orphan children, but spastics are left 
entirely to the care of one voluntary organisation.” 

The Chief Education Officer writes: “For nearly six 
years the Southampton Education Committee have 
maintained a spastic unit, Aster House, attached to 
Bassett Green Junior School, in which it caters for 16 
seriously handicapped children, with not only trained 
teachers, but also speech, physio and hearing therapists. 
In addition to this there are less handicapped spastics 
in normal schools, some who are even worse attending 
residential schools, and also a few receiving home teach- 
ing. In this way every educable spastic child of school 
age is being catered for by the Local Education 
Authority. There is training after school age for those 
who need it and where their parents are willing.” 

We apologise to the Local Authority for any distress 
or inconvenience caused by our October article. 


== PADS FROM 10 
ENVELOPES From @ ‘ 


Cleaner Coins 

Hoover Ltd. have again decided to donate to the National 
Spastics Society the entire proceeds from national blanket 
washing demonstrations. 

This is on similar lines to last year, excepting that it will 
take place in the north of England and the Midlands instead 
of just the southern part of the country as previously. The 
charge will be one shilling instead of sixpence and only 
N.S.S. boxes will be used to collect the money. 


NTRY WIDE 


C OU aan 


Mystery Benefactress 


Bristol Spastics Association have had another visit from 
their mystery benefactress, an elderly lady who walked into 
their Stratton Street offices and handed £200 in pound notes 
over the counter. 

This is the third time she has made this errand of mercy. 
She first called just before Christmas, 1959, and then again 
at Christmas, 1960. On both occasions she presented £100 to 
the Association. 

“She gave us no information concerning herself,” says Mrs. 
E. King, hon. secretary of the Association, “and obviously 
wanted no publicity or fuss; a wish which we have naturally 
respected. We ourselves feel that it was a splendid gesture 
and are indeed grateful.” 


Sign Here 


A novel idea for a sale of work has originated from the 
York and District Spastics Group. On show will be a 
magnificent signature cloth, which Miss D. West of Haw- 
thorne Grove, York, has been making for five years. 

Embroidered in fine needlework she has reproduced five 
well-known landmarks in York, and so far her response for 
signatures has brought 700 and £170 in donations. Seventy 
signatures are wanted to complete the cloth, and readers are 
invited to send theirs (with a donation) as soon as possible. 


Gone Forever 


By the time you read this, the beautiful Easter Egg in the 
picture (right) will have been eaten, digested and be now only 
a happy memory to the children at Ingfield Manor School. 
The three-foot high chocolate egg, which weighed 30 lbs., 
and must have been one of London’s biggest, was gifted to 
the Society by Van Houten Ltd. It remained on show in 
Selfridge’s store in London for a week before Easter: then 
actress Muriel Pavlow (seen in the picture with Mr. A. 
Maynard, West End representative of the chocolate manu- 
facturers) went along to accept it formally on behalf of 
Ingfield Manor. 


Spastic Artists at Crewe 


Visitors to the Mayor’s Parlour at Crewe can now admire 
the work done by spastics and praise their versatility—thanks 
to the personnel who attend the Occupation Centre in Rich- 
mond Road. The Mayor’s Parlour in the Municipal Buildings 
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(Below)—A tap of the hammer from Mr. Bill Crozier of the 
British Forces Network in Germany—a_ familiar voice on the 
“Family Favourites’ programme on Sundays—and another £70 


has been collected for the National Spastics Society. This brings 
the total to £180 collected by the Sergeants’ Mess, R.A.F. Laar- 
bruch, round their spastics’ beacon. 


was refurnished some time ago. To add to the “new look’, 
spastics at the Centre promised to paint the Crewe Coat-of- 
Arms on the chair and settee back covers. The young 
handicapped artists got to work and their beautiful coloured 
reproductions are now on show for the world to see. Alder- 
man F. Roberts, a member of the N.S.S. Executive Com- 
mittee and chairman of the Crewe and District Spastics 
Society, made the presentation to the then Mayor of Crewe. 

Speaking of the Crewe Centre, the local society will soon 
be raising a family in the grounds! The Christmas tree 
which was long since discarded and placed in a corner of 
the grounds has been taken over by a thrush. Now she has 
built a nest and is busy hatching eggs. 


fast wet 


spastic 


Those Old Notes 


Looked in your wallet recently? If 
you still have some old blue and green 
pound notes (which do not bear the por- 
trait of the Queen) then I’m afraid they 
will not be accepted as legal tender in 
shops and business houses. Deadline for 
exchange was May 28. 

But the Bank of England will still 
accept those old notes. So if anyone 
wants to help spastics, the N.S.S. and 
local groups will be only too pleased to 
receive your old pound notes and happy 
to run a shuttle service to the bank! 


Historical Pageant 

History will be made—and the 
National Spastics Society will benefit— 
when the village of Welton in Yorkshire 
presents its first pageant for 15 years 
on September 2. The theme will be the 
medieval ballad, “The Pied Piper of 
Hamelin.” The British Cancer Cam- 
paign will also share in the proceeds. 

Behind this colourful scheme is Mrs. 
Hazel Holmes whose son Nigel three 
years ago rode from London to Welton 
on horseback, representing Dick Turpin’s 
ride to his capture at the “Green 
Dragon”. This set her thinking. Now 
the village public house, “The Green 
Dragon” will represent Hamelin Town 
Hall in the pageant and all the villagers 
will be in medieval costume. Grand- 
stands will be built on the village green. 


The President’s Sister 


Mrs. Eunice Kennedy Shriver, sister 
of President Kennedy was “very im- 
pressed” on her tour of this country by 
the work she saw being done for spastic 
children at the annexe to Sheffield Chil- 
dren’s Hospital. She spent two days in 
the city with a team of three leading 
American paediatricians investigating re- 
search and development in the field of 
child health. She said she had heard 
that this country was ahead of America 
in some of the things being put into 
practice and she had come to gain first- 
hand knowledge. 

Mrs. Shriver, a qualified social worker, 
is vice-president of the Kennedy Found- 
ation which supports a number of organ- 
isations working on the problem of 
mental handicap. The Kennedy family is 
deeply interested in the care of mentally 
handicapped children. 


Carnival Time 

If you are on holiday in the North- 
East next month—July 28 to be exact— 
look out for the carnival parade and jazz 
band display to be held by South Shields 
Spastic Children’s Welfare Organisation. 
It promises to be a gay event. 
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Solution to May Crossword 


ACROSS 23. Recruit 3. Limbo 17. Elemi 
1. Model Patient S77 Erica 4. Adolf 18. Rebec 
8. Denim Me Grash 5. Tliad 20. Suck 
9. Ingle ao vu scdinn 6. Nigel 21. Erato 
10. Belga jon Fos wane *Cackas 7. Zeus 22. Nehru 
12. She-Wolf 11. Elgin 23. Risky 
15. Doles Down igeeebeath 24. Casca 
19. Magazine Cover 1. Midas 14. Whale 25. Urals 
20. Sheen 2. Dense 16. Odour 26. Taper 


Two electrically operated wheelchairs were recently presented to the Thomas Delarue School 
by the 2nd Company of the Gravesend Boys’ Brigade in memory of 16-year-old Malcolm 
Johnson and Lilian Edmeades, also 16, who were victims of a double killing at Gravesend 
last year. In the picture (left to right) are: Mr. Douglas Delarue, chairman of the school 
governors: Mr. H. B. Davies, M.B.E., headmaster; Mr. and Mrs. W. Johnson; Mrs. S. Smith, 
and Mr. G. B. Cooper, captain of the B.B. Company. Pupils of Delarue School, sitting in the 
chairs, are Donna Smith, aged 17, and Gillian Marks, aged 19. Further chairs have been 
gifted to the school by Northfleet Rotary Club and Round Table. 


There was a cosmopolitan flavour 
to the highly-successful Bazaar—it 
raised about £200—held recently at 
the Irdsa Hall Centre by Ilford, 
Romford and District Spastics Asso- 
ciation. The Group secretary, Mrs. 
C. McCaul (seen in the picture right), 
decided that this venture would be a 
show-of-shows. So she wrote dozens 
of letters and sent them to all parts 
of the country and overseas. The re- 
sult—on display were peaches from 
China, a model of the film version of 
“Tramp” from Walt Disney in 
America (see inset), plastic animals 
from Czechoslovakia, beadwork from 
South Africa, scarves from France 
and Italy; and from all parts of 
Britain came cakes, sweets, books, 
china pixies, handkerchiefs, clothing, 
glassware, blankets, toys, etc., etc. It 
was a complete sell out! 
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Derby: 

Special swimming classes for handicapped children—spastics 
and polio sufferers—have started at the Queen Street Baths, 
Derby. The swimming bath is closed to the public for an 
hour and the water heated above the 

usual temperature to help the children 


become acclimatised. 
(Edited from Yorkshire Post) 


Plymouth: 


Children attending the School and 
Centre for Spastics at Trengweath, Hart- 
ley, Plymouth, found 250 Easter eggs 
waiting for them when they returned from 
holiday. The eggs were the gift of Catte- 
down Social Club, Plymouth, and were 
handed in by Mr. G. Broad, together 


with a donation of £5 14s. 
(Edited from Western Evening Heraid) 


Bristol: 


St. Margaret’s, a short stay holiday 
home for mentally handicapped children 
in Queen’s Road, Weston-super-Mare, 
has received a grant of £1,600 from the 
National Spastics Society on condition 
that more places are provided at the 
home for spastic children. The money 
will be used to make improvements and 
buy more equipment. It is hoped to in- 
stall a lift, provide a ramp to the front 
door and buy all-purpose chairs and 
special bedroom and bathroom equip- 
ment. 

The home can take about 20 children 
at a time. About 180 stayed there in its 


first year. 
(Edited from Bristol Evening Post) 


Newport: 
A walking aid, an electric miniature 


Hartnell, in a new venture towards the end of last month. Mr. 
Hartnell showed his latest collection of fashions at Sophia 
Gardens Pavilion on May 21 and 22, and the proceeds were 
devoted to Tenovus Charities, a new fund tied to no specific 
charity but set up to provide cash when and where needed. 
Mr. D. R. Edwards, Tenovus chairman, said that in the 
past they had devoted their energies to particular charities 
like spastic groups, cancer research organisations or blind 
institutes. “But we feel we ought to have a fairly strong 
reserve of cash to meet the sudden, unexpected need that 
might crop up.” 
(Edited from South Wales Echo and Evening Express) 


Stockport: 


A “Mile of Pennies” is to be laid on a Saturday during the 
summer months in aid of Stockport, East Cheshire and High 


TRIGYGLES 


organ and a set of exercise steps have 
been presented to the Spastics’ Unit at 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Newport, by the 
Sandown Jolly Rogers. The gifts were 
accepted by Mrs. P. M. Cross, super- 
intendent physiotherapist of the island 
hospitals, who conducted the visitors on 


a tour of the unit. 
(Edited from Isle of Wight County Press) 


Cardiff: 

That well-known, charity - minded 
group of businessmen, Tenovus, had the 
aid of the Queen’s dressmaker, Norman 


A range of Pedal Tricycles to assist the rehabilitation of 
spastic persons, young and old. Strong and reliable, supplied 
with loop or double bar frame to choice, in black or colour 
finish. Toe straps, backrest and 3-speed gear are available. 
Enquirers should state inside leg measurements. 


Full details and prices on application to the address below: 


GEORGE FITT MOTORS LIMITED 


WHITSTABLE KENT 


= 


Peak Spastics Society. Stockport Watch Committee have 
approved this street collection and the “Mile” will begin near 
the Plaza Cinema, Rock Row, St. Peter’s Square, St. Peters- 


gate, and will end near the Swimming Baths. 
(Edited from Stockport Express) 


Lincolnshire: 

It’s a question of tossing up for a first-class day of enter- 
tainment on Saturday, July 7. On that day Lincoln Group 
are staging a mammoth sports day at Lincoln City Football 
Ground, with championship events included: Stamford 
Group are also organising a full-scale carnival for the same 
day, with town procession, carnival band competitions, trac- 
tion engine rally—the lot! 

Whichever one you pick, you will be aiding the same 
cause—the Lincolnshire Spastics Centre. 


Miss Irene Crouch (above), a spastic from 3 St. John’s Road, 
St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex, appeared on Independent Television 
on Sunday, April 22, in company with tennis star Angela Morti- 
mer in the first of a new “Birthday Honour” programmes starring 
Godfrey Winn. Irene was among the spastics who attended the 
Society’s first Assessment Course and is now an active member of 
her local group, the East Sussex Group. 
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Northampton: 

The new Mayor of Northampton is known far and wide 
for his sincerity towards the welfare of spastics. The honour 
has fallen to Councillor E. F. Tompkins, who has been 
Chairman of the Northampton Group since its inception ten 
years ago, and Vice-Chairman and Chairman of the Eastern 
Regional Council since its formation. Congratulations, sir! 


Westcliff-on-Sea 

A romance which blossomed at the N.S.S. Arundel Private 
Hotel last year has resulted in the marriage of a young spastic 
couple, Miss Joyce Goode, of 11 Gooding Close, Leicester, 
and Mr. Walter Sears, of Vine Cottage, Church Lane, 
Wishaw, Sutton Coldfield. The couple, who met for the first 
time at the hotel when on holiday last September, returned 
to the Arundel for their honeymoon. 


GROUP ALTERATIONS 
Change of Officials 


LINCOLN BRANCH 
Treasurer : 
C. HEATH, ESQ.,; 
83 Lambs Gardens, 
St. Giles, 
Lincoln, Lincs. 


SWANSEA & DISTRICT SPASTICS ASSOCIATION 
Chairman: 
Gate DAVIES; ESO; 
2 Redwood Road, 
West Cross, 
Swansea, Glam. 


SHREWSBURY & DISTRICT SPASTICS GROUP 
Chairman: 
MRS. M. HIGGINSON, 
The White House, 
7 Sambrook, 
Newport, Salop. 


EAST SUSSEX GROUP (HASTINGS & DISTRICT) 
General Secretary: 
All communications to: — 
MRS. I. QUENAULT, 
Organising Secretary, 
17 Wellington Square, 
Hastings, Sussex. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 
— ADVANCE NOTICE 


Now is the time to start thinking about your N.S.S. 
Christmas Cards for 1962. 


An entirely new company, called SPASTICS CARDS 
LIMITED, 3-5 DRAYTON GREEN ROAD, WEST 
EALING, LONDON, W.13 (Telephone EALING 0359) 
has been formed to distribute cards for 1962. 


A wide range of cards at a variety of prices will be 
available from mid-July. 


PLANS FOR EXCHANGE VISITS WITH DENMARK 


es for exchange visits between 
residents and staff of Prested Hall 
and their counterparts in Denmark were 
discussed by Mr. J. H. Watson, Warden 
of Prested Hall, on a recent visit to 
Denmark. The overseas centre in mind 
is the Hobro Centre for Adult Spastics 
in Copenhagen. 

Mr. Watson, who was accompanied on 
the trip—which took in both Holland 
and Denmark—by Dr. Nicholls Palmer, 
Consultant at Prested Hall, writes this 
report: 

“In Amsterdam we discussed details 
relating to a residential centre with a 
group of Dutch parents who constitute 
the Executive Committee for the Amster- 
dam Spastics Group. We also visited a 
school in Laren for 230 children, 110 of 
them being spastic. 

“In Denmark we visited one school, 
two adult centres, an Orthopaedic Hos- 
pital, Sheltered Workshops and Collec- 
tive Flats. All the schools and centres 
in both countries were excellent.” 


Government Money 


Mr. Watson was impressed at the 
assistance given to spastics organisations 
by the Dutch and Danish Governments. 
The voluntary organisations organise 
small efforts which together with legacies 
and donations bring in a proportion of 
money. But, like the British Govern- 
ment, the Dutch and Danish Govern- 
ments give a lot of help and in fact 
provide about 90 per cent of the money 
required for running costs. The British 
Government provides about SO per cent. 

“Schools in Denmark accommodate 
about 500 children, 364 of whom are 
resident and 140 non-resident. While 
this figure includes all handicaps, about 
half are spastic. In addition, treatment 
for children can be carried out in units 
attached to the various hospitals, mostly 
non-residential, where children attend for 
the whole day and treatment includes 
physio- and speech-therapy and educa- 
tion with occupational therapists teaching 
children feeding, dressing, toileting and 
play. 

“The Collective Flats in Copenhagen 
is a very ambitious project, with accom- 
modation for 450 people, one-third of 
whom are handicapped. This plan of 
accommodating the handicapped person 
together with normal people is in re- 
sponse to a belief that it is wise to dispel 
the feeling of isolation which most handi- 
capped people experience. There is a 
small staff connected with the flats who 
are available to help anyone who requires 


help. The flats range from single-bed 
sitting rooms with bath, toilet, kitchen, 
etc. to flats with four rooms, for handi- 
capped persons who are married with 
families. One main meal is provided 
each day from the central canteen and 
the meal can be eaten either in the com- 
munal dining room or served in the in- 
dividual flat. While occupants may take 
their own furniture, the flats are furnish- 
ed if required. In the basement of the 
flats are sheltered workshops together 
with a range of rooms available for use 
for social events, such as small parties or 
larger gatherings. The earnings in the 
sheltered workshop average about 30s. 
a week in our money and this supple- 
ments the State Grant of about £5, which 
is paid to every handicapped person in 
Denmark. 

“There is a very large sheltered work- 
shop and training centre in the centre of 
Copenhagen which accommodates 95 men 
and 65 women residents, and in addition 
has 45 men and 35 women non-residents. 
This workshop corresponds more to our 
Remploy, except that a school is attached 
with residential accommodation for 100 
children. The training centre offers full 
apprenticeship in 21 trades. 

“Tn addition to the sheltered workshop 
the Society for Cripples have a shoe 
factory in Copenhagen and factories for 
leather goods, bookbinding and packing 
in other towns. 


Spastics’ Club 

“In Copenhagen there is a club for 
spastics, with about 50 members. The 
club, which caters for the more severely 
handicapped spastic, is held in a large 
flat and about twelve spastics attend each 
day. They were celebrating their fifth 
birthday while we were there, and the 
most remarkable figure at the party was 
a severely athetoid spastic woman of 68 
years of age, who was in a wheelchair, 
and required help with feeding and used 
a tube for liquids. She was married with 
three grown up children and we managed 
to secure a photograph of her smoking 
cigars with the aid of a specially con- 
structed kind of metal cloths peg. She 
was an indomitable soul. 

“Another spastic woman of 62 was 
also at the club dinner. She had been an 
inmate of an Old Peoples’ Institution for 
30 years and at the age of 60 married 
one of the men who was also in the old 
peoples’ home. They live in one of the 
flats described above. 

“Our chief interest of course was the 
Hobro Centre for Adult Spastics, which 


has the same number of residents, 32, as 
Prested, with almost the same staffing. 
This brand new building, together with 
its furniture and equipment, was very 
impressive. The important difference 
between Hobro and Prested, however, is 
that residents in Hobro are accepted for 
a maximum period of two years. This 
seemed to us the major defect in Den- 
mark. There is excellent provision for all 
ages, and all kinds and degrees of handi- 
cap, but nobody appeared to know to 
where the spastic belonged. Every school 
and centre accepted people for a specific 
period only. Perhaps it is too much to 
expect that when they are old they can 
be happily married off and put in a 
beautifully furnished flat. It would ap- 
pear that too many spastics of middle 
age are not really being provided for and 
are sitting about at home. 


“A further centre we visited in Aarhus 
had just been newly completed and was 
under the direction of a doctor whose 
mind is made up that the sexes must not 
be mixed. 


We put forward the view that at 
Prested there had been no untoward 
difficulty with mixed sexes, but we left 
with the Director’s words saying ‘You 
will, you will’. Only half of his residents 
were spastic. 


National Schemes 


“During our visit we must have met 
more than 500 spastics and as a final 
comment I would like to say that they 
were so much like English spastics that 
we felt immediately at home. The 
warmth and hospitality accorded us was 
typical of a Danish welcome and tenta- 
tive plans were made for an exchange of 
resident with perhaps opportunities for 
an exchange of staff, especially with the 
Hobro Centre. 


“Denmark has a population of a little 
more than four million people and all 
their schemes are planned as national 
schemes, although the various schools, 
centres and workshops are spread around 
the country. Perhaps it is easier for a 
small nation to think nationally than 
England, which thinks a little more 
locally. But with all their advantages in 
finance, buildings and equipment, we felt 
that England is doing just as valuable a 
work as anything Denmark has to show. 
An Irishman would say that the more 
different we are the more we are the 
same, and we certainly met as equals be- 
cause we are equally doing the same kind 
of thing.” 
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Stories of Achievement—No. § 


BEAUTIFUL BASKETS FROM BOURNEMOUTH 


| eee SCOTT, a spastic, is a good-looking young 
man of 26, who, through his talent for handicrafts, is 
to-day running a small business. From the garden workshop 
at his home in Saxonbury Road, Tuckton, Bournemouth, he 
produces a beautiful variety of shopping and bread baskets, 
flower troughs, toast racks, and bottle holders. Orders for his 
products come to him through the National Spastics Society’s 
Homeworkers’ Scheme, and twice a year he displays his work 
at the annual sale of the Bournemouth, Poole and District 
Spastics Society and at that of the Physically Handicapped 
Club in Bournemouth. 

Yes, Lawrence is making his own way in the world, but 
things were not always well for him. Mrs. Scott says that 
in early life her son could not support his head, he was blind 
in his right eye, he could not speak and his hands were with- 
out power. Neighbours were disturbed by his presence. 

“He was taken to Boscombe Hospital for massage, but no 
beneficial results were evident,” she said. “We put him in 
the care of an osteopath, Dr. Marram, who treated Lawrence 
twice a week for two years and was the first to hold out hope 
for him.” Mrs. Scott also consulted a London faith healer 
and believes that this helped her son a great deal. “He could 


now control his head, could sit up by himself and could 
speak,” she said. 

Lawrence then began to attend the Christchurch Occupa- 
tion Centre and continued to do so for five years. He was 
now in the care of another osteopath whose treatment in- 
cluded hot salt baths. 


No School Available 


When he reached school age his parents sought advice about 
school from the local education authority, but they were told 
that their son could not be educated. Lawrence was trans- 
ferred to a new centre at Pokesdown and it was there he 
began to take an interest in basket work. Things went well 
for a time until the handicapped boy broke some equipment. 
From then, says his mother, he was not allowed to do any- 
thing. 

So Mr. and Mrs. Scott decided that their son should stay 
at home and for two years he remained in the care of his 
parents. Then at 15 he resumed treatment with another 
osteopath, a Mr. Scruton, who was at that time practising 
in Bournemouth. When Mr. Scruton moved to Salisbury, 
Lawrence went with him, to become a resident at his home 


(Below)—lIn this lovely garden setting Lawrence Scott has his workshop. 


for healing, Heal House. This was made 
possible, says Mrs. Scott, by the great 
kindness and help of the pastor of the 
Tuckton Evangelical Church of which 
the Scotts are members. The pastor 
raised enough money to pay for Law- 
rence’s fees. 

When Lawrence returned home after 
two years, the County Borough of Bourne- 
mouth was setting up a Welfare Depart- 
ment. He was seen by the Welfare 
Officer for the Physically Handicapped 
and was enlisted to the newly-formed 
Handicrafts Club, where he became adept 
in basket work and which he still attends. 

He practised his talent at home too, 
with materials bought from the Welfare 
Department. “In time, however,” says 
his mother, “the situation became un- 
bearable—in the small house the dining 
room was completely commandeered by 
Lawrence and was strewn with his equip- 
ment day and night. The problem of 
where to put his finished work was solved 
partially by storing it in our bedroom 
on top of the wardrobe!” 


His own Workshop 


It was a happy time, four years ago, 
when, with the financial assistance of the 
welfare people, a workshop was installed 
in the Scott’s garden. It was a proud 
moment, too, when the Deputy Chief 
Welfare Officer visited Lawrence in his 
workshop, looked round at the beautiful 
handicrafts, and told him, “I am very 
proud of you.” 

Lawrence was enrolled as a spastic 
homeworker when the N.S.S. Employ- 
ment Department’s scheme started and 
soon orders were flowing in. ““[he money 
thus earned helped Lawrence to have a 
better outlook on life,” said his mother. 
“Just recently he saved enough to buy a 
tape recorder and, when he is not work- 
ing, he is recording jazz music from the 
radio.” 

Like other spastics, the young business- 


By concentrated effort Lawrence daily produces beautiful 
baskets, flower troughs, toast racks and so on from his workshop 
bench. He has come a long way in his 26 years to make a life 
for himself. 


man owes a great deal to his parents. Mrs. Scott does a great 
deal of voluntary work for the church, besides going with her 
son to the Handicrafts Club on Thursdays and to a social 
club for the handicapped on Mondays. Mr. Scott lends a 
practical hand to his son’s business. 

Lawrence has ambitious plans for extending his workshop. 
He would like his father, who works for Bournemouth Cor- 
poration, to have a separate workshop adjoining that of his 
own. 


This unit overcomes a great 
nursing problem of the disabled. 
It enables a patient who is 
ambulatory when standing to place 
himself in an upright position 
without aid and to adjust the 
seat at a suitable angle to rest 
comfortably when sitting. The 
movement is smooth and can be 
stopped immediately at any point 
in travel—up or down—an 
essential safety factor. 

Standard armchairs (fig. 2) in 
two shades of red, blue or green. 
Units (fig. 3) can be fitted to 
patients own armchair (fig. 1). 


Full details from:— 


PRODUCTS LTD 


REHABILITATION EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS 
1444 OLD SOUTH LAMBETH ROAD, LONDON, S.W.8 ° — RELiance 5010 
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ON THE RECEIVING END 


A Spastic Talks on Assessment 


ViENS times in this magazine you 
have read about the Assessment 
Courses run by the Employment Depart- 
ment of the N.S.S. We have often re- 
corded comments from the Society’s 
officers who take part in these courses. 
Now one of the boys who was on the 
last course, Ron Walker, 69 East Park 
Avenue, Holdernesser Road, Hull, gives 
us his reaction. 

Ron writes: “We got to Hawksworth 
Hall on a fine April day, the best day 
we’ve had this year. We got there about 
3.30 p.m. Hawksworth is a very nice 
hall built in 1611 with a new wing added 
in the 19th century. I was the first one 
there, but soon after the others came up 
by coach from Leeds. They had all 
come by train from different parts of the 
country, even some from Surrey. 

“Everyone came into the big hall not 
knowing anyone; but luckily I did—a 
boy from St. George’s in Harrogate. 
Then Miss Morgan told us to go upstairs 
and start to unpack. I was allotted a 
room next door to my pal. It was a nice 
room with a lovely view of the valley. 
Soon everybody was talking and telling 
where they came from and helping one 
another to unpack. Then the tea bell 
went. Meals were taken six at a table, 
with our own teapot. The staff were in 
the same room and they didn’t interfere 
—but they watched us. They were 
homely. I liked them all. 


It’s Stupid 

“Our first task that evening was to get 
to know one another properly. A few 
were shy and wouldn’t speak up, but they 
lost it in a day or so. A lot had centres 
in their home towns, with evening meet- 
ings as well, but some had nothing at all. 
A lot went out to work, but one or two 
never went out at all, not even to pic- 
tures or to meetings. They just stayed 
in. I think it is their family’s fault and 
stupid—-I mean you don’t get to know 
anyone that way. 

“As it was a busy day, the staff sug- 
gested—not ordered—that we go to bed 
early; but I talked, we all did, and it 
was nearly midnight each night before I 
‘got my head down’. We usually had a 
good night’s sleep except when someone 
decided to go to the toilet and maybe 
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slip—but none of us was hurt or even 
needed a helping hand. 

“The practical work consisted of very 
simple things like sorting out nuts and 
fitting them on to bolts, and taking an 
electric iron to bits and putting it to- 
gether again, the same with a tap and 
mincer. This may sound very boring, 
but it was not, as it gave us a chance to 
see what we could do with our hands and 
how long it took. We also worked a 
Tickopres machine. I didn’t think I 
could work it, but I didn’t do too badly 
and it showed us how steady we were. 
To show how we could handle tools, we 
were given painting and woodwork to do. 


Confidence 


“The lectures were enjoyable. We had 
one on Citizenship and on how to behave, 
as, Mr. Hargreaves said, it is important 
that we should not make ourselves notice- 
able by our dress and so on. Another 
lecture was on how to go for an interview 
and we students took part. Many of the 
students will be going for interview, so 
it gave them confidence, I’m sure. 

“The next lecture was on Relationship. 
This to me is very important as we are 
normal people who like to mix with 
friends and maybe get married. I had 
doubts about this before the course, but 
not now, as I think it’s a good thing, 
even if you are handicapped. Another 
lecture was on applying for a job and 
was most interesting as it proved that it 
is most important to apply properly. We 
had a talk on how to work when you get 
the job—to see if it was easy to get to, 
if the wheelchair would go under the 
bench, if the canteen and toilets were in 
easy reach and so on. 

“We had a discussion on how to spend 
our wages. We had to imagine that we 
earned £8 a week, living on our own in 
a flat, paying our landlady and buying 
our clothes: and at the end of that we 
had only 15s. left, out of which there 
were stamps to buy. So there wasn’t 
much for entertainment. It made us 
wonder how our mums managed. 

“On the Tuesday we visited a paper 
mill where they made paper for insulat- 
ing electric wires. We saw it from the 
wood pulp right through to the sheets 
which were in many thicknesses. The 


Thursday factory visit was to Wendy 
Wools. This was very rewarding. We 
saw the wool in it’s raw state and right 
through the different stages to the final 
one. The guides were very nice, and to 
end it all they provided us with tea. 


Independence 


“The one thing I did like about the 
course was the independence and the 
knowledge that they would not keep 
saying, ‘Are you all right?’. We helped 
one another, and if somebody couldn’t do 
something, well, the person next to you 
might. We had a lift which we found 
very handy as we could operate it our- 
selves. 

“On our last day we went in one at 
a time for an interview to tell what we 
had learned. I said I had learned a lot. 
In fact I learned—or rather, I had really 
listened—perhaps more in ten days than 
ever before. Mr. Hargreaves, who is him- 
self a spastic, is a very nice and honest 
chap and will do anything he possibly 
can to help. I was disappointed when he 
told me I couldn’t go to Sherrards—I am 
not quick enough—but he and Miss 
Morgan, who is very nice and under- 
standing, have recommended me to go to 
St. George’s House in Harrogate for a 
time. It is not a sheltered workshop, but 
there I will gain my independence and 
hope to improve so that I shall in due 
course go to a sheltered workshop. 


Tight Rule 


“Speaking about Sherrards, we had 
Mr. Knight, the Principal, to speak to 
us. He told us that they work to a tight 
rule just like open employment and you 
are there from four months to three 
years, depending on how long you take 
to train. You are not discharged without 
them finding you a job. They clock on 
at 9 a.m. and finish at 5 p.m. 


“T think I will come to the end of 
this story about the course. Just one 
thing—if you haven’t been on one, try 
to go, as they are jolly good and you 
have some good fun. I know I did and 
I learned such a lot. You can’t help 
making friends—all of us boys, by the 
time we left, had girl friends, an nobody 
wanted to leave.” 


PERSONALITY PARADE 


EMPLOYMENT DEPARTMENT 
NEW STAFF 


| PSE new members of staff have recently joined the 
team in our active and ever expanding Employment 
Department. 


MISS H. AUERBACH joined the Society last year and 
has been kept extremely busy ever since as Placement Officer 
for the London area. 


Educated at Blackburne House High School for Girls, 
Liverpool, she completed her education on the Continent and 
later studied sociology at the Liverpool University. She 
trained in secretarial work at the DeBear School, Liverpool, 
and was a secretary to a firm of shipping agents for some 
years. 


Her next appointment was as assistant to the matron of 
Montefiore House Approved School for Girls in London 
and later she accepted the position of Registrar to the 
Jewish Board of Guardians, London, where she inaugurated 
a Register of Mutual Care and Assistance. 


After she had completed this work she entered the service 
of the London County Council, in the Public Health De- 
partment, as an Employment Seeker for educationally sub- 
normal boys and girls in the East End of London. When 
the Youth Employment Service came into being, and her 
work in the Public Health Department automatically ceased, 
Miss Auerbach transferred to the Handicapped Young Per- 
sons section of this service. — 


Miss H. Auerbach 


Miss M. Brownjohn 


Eventually she became Youth Employment Officer for 
Handicapped Boys and Girls—which, of course, included 
spastics—in the Stepney and Bethnal Green areas, and was 
based at the Stepney Youth Employment Bureau. She re- 
tired in October, 1961, but her retirement did not last very 
long as a few weeks later she joined the Society. 


MISS M. BROWNJOHN is also a Placement Officer and 
has been working in close conjunction with the Assistant 
Employment Officer, Mr. S. T. Allman, for many months. 


Miss Brownjohn started her training as a social worker 
later in her career after holding positions in various fields, 
including a position at the Oxford College of Technology, 
Art and Commerce. 


She decided to continue her studies and was accepted at 
Ruskin College, where she took the Oxford Diploma in 
Economics and Political Science. She studied for a further 
year at the Oxford University Department of Social Studies 
and took the Diploma in Public and Social Administration. 
During this course Miss Brownjohn was accepted as a member 
of the Institute of Personnel Management. 


She originally intended going into industry as a Personnel 
Officer, but says she was sidetracked into the N.S.S. where 
her previous experience will prove invaluable in finding jobs 
for the many spastics who apply for help. 


(Continued on page 16) 
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(Continued from page 15) 


With the rapid expansion of the Homework Scheme and 
more and more demands for displays and exhibitions all over 
the country, MR. A. SCOTT, who was appointed as Home- 
work and Display Supervisor in April of this year, has found 
himself fully occupied. 


Mr. A. Scott 


Mr. Scott left school during the mid-twenties depression 
and rather than waste time he enlisted in boy’s service in the 
Army. He joined a technical unit and trained as a military 
surveyor. 


In 1939, at the outbreak of World War II, Mr. Scott went 
out to France with the B.E.F. holding the rank of 1st Class 
Warrant Officer. He was later commissioned in the field 


but was severely wounded at Dunkirk and invalided out of 
H.M. Forces. 


He next served as a surveyor with the Ordnance Survey. 
In 1956 he went to Malta on a geological survey and from 
there on to the Middle East to work in the Iranian oilfields 
and Persian Gulf area. The next four years were spent riding 
camels and mules in the mountains, sailing on the Persian 
Gulf in Arab dhows, and crossing deserts by Land Rover and 
helicopter. Mr. Scott returned to England by road in Octo- 
ber, 1961, and turned down a job in the Bahamas to take up 
his present position with the N.S.S. 


Mrs. Scott has recently been appointed housekeeper at 
Sunningdale House, the Society’s new small hostel at East- 
cote, and will be the subject of another feature at a later date. 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott have a son in India studying to be a 
priest, and a married daughter who has just returned from 
Singapore. 
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 


Orders Please 
Miss JOAN MILLER, a spastic homeworker, has recently 
purchased a Gestetner machine and is seeking orders for 
headed notepaper and duplicating work. Orders please to— 
Miss JOAN MILLER, 
30 SUTTON STREET, 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, 
ESSEX. 


Wanted 
Parents wishing to buy second-hand Amesbury or similar 


chair for retarded child age 2 years. Contact Mr. Gorman, 
28 Hillfield Road, Dunton Green, Sevenoaks. 


* * * 


Housekeeper 

Required for active elderly spastic man and his aunt. 
Residential or non-residential post in S.E. London area.— 
Apply for further details to the Employment Officer, National 
Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, W.1. 


For incontinent spastics and all 
sufferers of bladder ailments 


MEDIC PANTS 


Made in super-soft lanolised 
plastic: expertly tailored for free- 
dom of movement: vented sides 
for comfort. 


Medium 
Large - 
Extra Large 
O:Siteats 
Post Free 


Quotations to Chemists etc. 


JAYS MEDICAL PRODUCTS 
56 AMWELL STREET, HODDESDON, HERTS 


ALL FRIENDS 


A PLACE where friendship really means something is the 

Friendship Club Hall in the village of Eckington, Derby- 
shire. Here, on the evening of the third Monday of each 
month, about 50 people gather to watch a film show, play 
whist, listen to music, join in a brain’s trust or watch a 
concert party. They all have one thing in common. They are 
disabled. 


This is the Eckington Stick and Wheel Club (a name coined 
to symbolise the means of locomotion of most of the members), 
tounded two years ago with 18 members who have now risen 
to over 50, and whose disabilities (cerebral palsy, arthritis, 
polio, etc.) are as varied as their ages. Objects of the club 
are to provide facilities for education, mental and physical 
recreation for those who are permanently physically handi- 
capped, either by accident, illness or congenital deformity. 


Founder Editor 

Stalwart among this group of happy people is 41-year-old 
Basil Hayes, a polio victim, who conceived the idea of the 
club and is now its secretary. He is also editor of a magazine 
for the disabled, and paralysis of the limbs does not prevent 
him from writing and typing. He writes with his pen clasped 
between his teeth: he types by clasping a stick with a rub- 
ber tip between his palms and striking the keys with the 
rubber tip. 


Says Mr. Hayes: ‘The Club is managed by hon. officers 
and a committee, appointed at the annual general meeting, 
plus extra committee members who are co-opted for various 
reasons. Since it started, the Club’s chairman has been 
County Councillor Mr. S. F. Collins. The vice-chairman, 
Mr. A. Sellars, is usually M.C. on ‘Club Nights’. The treas- 
urer, Mr. H. Sharpe, the secretary, Mr. B. Hayes, and his 
assistant, Miss V. Watson, are all disabled members. 


“The name, ‘Stick & Wheel Club’, was coined by Miss 
Watson, and symbolises the means of locomotion of most 
members. 

“A full house on ‘Club Nights’ is 
made possible by a small group of 
volunteer car owners, who transport 
members to and from Eckington for 
these occasions. Apart from _ the 
monthly socials, the Club also organ- 
ises outings for its members—when 
funds allow! 

“Last June, Stick & Wheelers visit- 
ed the Glossop & District Club for 
Physically Handicapped, and, in July, 
joined eight other clubs for disabled 
in a rally at Belle Vue, Manchester. 
This was arranged in co-operation 
with Derbyshire Association for the 
Welfare of the Physically Handicap- 
ped, the body to which the Club is 
affiliated. In September, a trip was 
made to see the illuminations at 
Blackpool. 


Santa — In Wheel-chair 

“The climax to the Club’s year is 
the annual Christmas dinner and con- 
cert. All the traditional fare is served, 


ALL DISABLED 


carols are sung, and, in 1961, to chimes played by a youthful 
team of handbell ringers from St. Giles Church, Killamarsh, 
‘Santa Claus’ himself appeared—riding in a wheel-chair! 


“Now plans are going ahead for the 1962 activities. The 
Stick & Wheel Club were hosts to the club from Glossop 
last month, and this month, an evening trip will take the place 
of the social. The Derbyshire Club Rally is to be at Fleet- 
wood in July, and the Stick & Wheel Club wiil be there to 
renew old friendships—and make new ones too. Then in 
August it is hoped to spend a day at Trentham Gardens in 
company with the Long Eaton Roosevelt Club. 


“Between these social events, fund raising schemes have 
also to be organised. Upon the success of these schemes, 
depends the success of the social life of the Club. 


The Highlights 

“During the short life of the Stick & Wheel Club, three 
things are highlighted in my mind. Firstly, at a recent 
social, a tape-recording entitled, ‘Getting to Know You’, was 
made. Winnie, plump, jolly, who had polio as a child, wears 
and iron and walks with a stick, was being interviewed. She 
was asked her most cherished memory, and proudly answered, 
‘When our Geoffrey was born.’ Winnie has been married 30 
years, and Geoffrey, her son, is now 17. Winnie is a founder 
member of the Club, and one of the happiest persons I’ve 
ever met. 

“My second highlight happened on the way home from 
the Club’s first outing. Two St. John escorts carried a legless 
man into his home. When they returned to the coach, one 
came to me, and said, ‘John has sent you a message. He says 
this has been one of the happiest days of his life, thanks to 
the Stick & Wheel Club. Never let it die.’ 


“And the third highlight? That evening in March, 1960, 
when, at the first general meeting, I was unanimously ap- 
pointed secretary of Eckington Stick & Wheel Club.” 


IF YOUR CENTRE HAS A 
TRANSPORT PROBLEM WHY 
NOT CONSULT THE SPECIALISTS 


AMBULANCES 


They will be pleased to discuss and supply 
you with any information 


HERBERT LOMAS LTD 


HANDFORTH, WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE 
AND AT LONDON, I4 BON LANE, E.C.4 
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FURTHER EDUCATION 
COURSE 


HE second six months’ Further Education Course is now 

over and there were some sad farewells among the 20 
young people who parted and went their separate ways home- 
ward. The course was again held at Colwall Court by kind 
permission of the Stars Organisation for Spastics, and was 
under the general supervision and control of Mr. J. H. Whit- 
ney who, as on the first course, was seconded from the Thomas 
Delarue School. Mr. and Mrs. Chappell from Colwall Court 
acted as Wardens for the course. 

The ten boys and ten girls all arriv- 
ed straight after leaving school and 
many of them were very unsure of 
themselves and unaware of their full 
potentialities at first. But the change 
in six months was quite remarkable 
and 20 young people have now gone 
home to live as full and active a life 
as possible. 

As well as the usual educational 
subjects, the daily programme included 
various types of practical work and 
training in daily living. Students were 
encouraged to go out on their own, 
visiting local shops, theatres, post 
offices, etc. The local residents in 
Bexhill have commented on the very 
high standard of behaviour of our 
young people which in itself is evident 
of the success of the venture. 


Hazel Barker (above) mak- 
ing herself a frilly petticoat on 
an electric sewing machine. 


(Left)—Looks like a_ busy 
Office in the city: actually it’s 
a commercial class in progress 
during the course. 


Out-door games are always popular and stick hockey 
(above) can be just as exciting as the real thing. 


14th ASSESSMENT COURSE 


WENTY-three young people, like those seen below with 
Miss M. R. Morgan, the Employment Officer, mainly 
from the Midlands and the North of England, joined forces 
at Hawksworth Hall in April for the 14th vocational Assess- 
ment Course—and they were lucky with the weather. In 
addition to the usual activities they held a very successful (Below )—These boys use their newly-acquired skills in 
sports day with the staff competing in a wheelchair race. woodwork to good effect in boat-building. 
The winner—Miss Morgan! (See also page 14). 


WHAT’S NEW? 


IN THE SWIM 


Wd summer just around the corner many of you will 
be thinking of the seaside and holidays. But we have 
just heard of a holiday item which can be used all the year 
round. A London company, Superfine Textiles Ltd., have 
launched a range of women’s and children’s fashionable 
swimwear, incorporating buoyancy panels which, they claim, 
enable even non-swimmers to float in the water. 

The suits are normal in appearance. They have a detach- 
able panel in the front of the suit which stays airtight the 
moment it is immersed in water: out of the water the special 
fabric “‘breathes” freely. 

The manufacturers stress that these suits are not meant to 
be a substitute for life-jackets. “But they will prevent that 
terrible happening when a parent’s back is turned for only a 
minute or two and a child disappears beneath the water,” 
they say. 

The new product has been submitted to the British Stand- 
ards Institute for checking. 


Arm Bands Too 


Another manufacturer, Brickett’s Swim Easy Floats, of 
London, have also thought of the problems of non-swimmers 
and summer holidays. They have produced rubber inflatable 
arm-bands, which, they claim, “can support in the most 
unobtrusive way.” 


SPECIAL NOTE TO GROUPS 

The N.S.S. Projects Department is interested in 
hearing of any adaptations to vehicles for the purpose 
of carrying spastic adults or children. The services of 
the Projects Department, who are making a special 
study of this problem, are available to Groups who 
may be contemplating buying a vehicle. 


the deepest part of which is like a well shaft, 180 feet deep 
and only ten feet wide. A major danger is to snag the life- 
line on a rock and more than one diver has had to cut him- 
self free from his own life-line in the inky depths of this 
strange pit. 

It is fantastic how far sound carries under water. I have 
heard the beat of a basking shark’s tail when it has been 100 
yards away, and H.M.S. Ark Royal when she is five miles off. 
The sound of one’s own breathing is like a thunderstorm 
and one has to stop breathing to hear these underwater noises. 

In spite of all the dangers and excitement of underwater 
swimming and the fascination of seeing the animals in their 
own surroundings, the main impression that remains after a 
dive is the wonderful feeling of unaccustomed freedom of 
movement and the exhilaration of being able to make one’s 
muscles do just what one wishes without the pull of gravity. 


(Dr. Carlisle, who is now senior principal scientific officer 
in the Anti-Locust Research Centre, London, is the son of 
Mrs. P. Carlisle, hon. secretary of Sale, Altrincham and 
District Spastics Society—Editor ). 
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COME DIVING WITH ME 
By Dr. D. B. Carlisle 


( continued ) 


Last month we set off on an imaginary dive with Dr. 
Carlisle over a reef in Plymouth Sound. Everything was 
smooth sailing, you may remember, until we sank deeper 
and deeper below the surface. 

Then, at the bottom of an undersea cliff, 100 feet down, 
suddenly we were entangled! 

Dr. Carlisle continues: 


It feels like a piece of old fishing net. I draw my knife, 
a few careful slashes and we are free once more. I 
sheathe the knife carefully and we are just about to swim 
on when we hear a dull throbbing noise. You look at me 
questioningly and I make a circular gesture with my 
hand—the undersea sign which is meant to indicate the 
propellor of a ship overhead. Looking up we can see the 
silvery sheen of our bubbles disappearing into the water 
above us, but we are much too deep to see the surface 
or the keel of the ship as she passes over us. All we can 
do is to haul in the slack of our life-line and wait until she 
has gone. 


Sea Silversmith 


But while we are waiting we can examine closely that 
little clump of filligree work like the most beautifully- 
executed silversmith’s work. It is the effort of a colony 
of tiny worms, each of which makes for itself a long 
fine tube of white lime no thicker than a wire and inter- 
twining elaborately with all its neighbours. And there is 
a great spiny sea urchin! and, look! over there, a star 
fish is eating some sort of plant. 

I do not know how your aqualung is faring, but I’ve 
almost run out of air. The ship seems to have gone so 
I think we had better start for the surface. 

In these murky waters it is best to keep a lookout on 
all sides as we near the surface—so we swim up slowly, 
side by side at first, taking in the life-line into a coil as 
we go and listening very carefully for the sound of ship- 
ping. When we are about 25 feet from the surface we 
turn back to back and looking upwards and outwards 
swim quickly to our float, bob our heads out of the water 
and take a quick look round—ready to duck back down 
into the water if any craft is bearing down on us. 

All is safe, so we take our lead belts off and hang 
them on to the special hooks on the float—that way we 
can float more easily and are lighter for our swim back 
to the shore. We make the life-line fast to the float, turn 
off the compressed air of our aqualungs and start to 
breathe the atmosphere again through our snorkels. Since 
we came to the edge of the reef we have a long swim 
ahead of us, half-a-mile or more, but the streamlined 
float always seems to make the swim much easier. 


Danger Dive 
That is a typical sort of visit to a reef in Plymouth Sound, 
but not all dives follow quite this routine pattern. An emer- 
gency may arise and we may have to drop our weight belts 
and inflate the automatic life-jackets. Perhaps one of the 
most dangerous dives can be a visit to the deep Millbay Pit, 
(Continued opposite) 


We have news this month 
from the following people 
who have found employ- 
ment or changed their job: 


Julia Archer, from Wandsworth, is still working as a 
Tickopres operato., but with a new firm. 

Barbara Back, from Exeter, is employed as a pre-packer 
at a local self-service stores. 

Judith Brown, from Norwich, is working as a shop assistant 
in the local Co-operative Society. 

Diana Cockburn, who is now living at Sunningdale House, 
and was formerly a trainee at Sherrards, is doing 
light assembly work for a firm in Uxbridge. 

Graham Eastment, from Bath, after training at Sherrards, 
is working as a radial drill operator for a local firm. 

Bryan Hill, from Kidderminster, after attending Sherrards, 
is employed as a store-keeper at a nearby R.A.F. depot. 

Geoffrey Hill, who is now living at Sunningdale House, 
is employed on light packing duties for a local firm 
whilst awaiting training at Sherrards. 

Michael Hubball, from Chester, after training at Sherrards, 
is engaged on light engineering operational work with a 
firm in Wrexham. 

Yvonne Langley, from Ramsgate, is doing domestic work 
as a companion-help in Broadstairs. 

John Loft, from Hockley, has changed his job and is now 
employed as a general labourer in Loughton. 

George Mackenzie, from Falkirk, is working as a pro- 
grammer-analyst with a life assurance company in 
Stirling. 

Robert Moss, from Wotton-under-Edge, has started a 
business of his own as a wastepaper collector and 
sorter, and is working from his home. 

Stella Nailor, from Newbury, after completing a course of 
Tickopres training, is employed by a local packing firm. 

Denis Nelson, from Bodmin, has been employed by Rem- 
ploy in Redruth for some time. 

Rosalyn Patey, from Gurnard, Isle of Wight, is working 
locally as a hairdressing apprentice. 

Cherry Small, from Hastings, has changed her job and is 
now a packer for a local bakery business. 

Victor Tanner, from Brixton, is working as a gardener for 
Lambeth Borough Council. 

Carole Webb, from Luton, after training at Sherrards, is 
working as a cable former for a local electrical concern. 

Michael Tresadern, from Doddinghurst, is employed by 
the Brentwood Urban District Council. 


New Homeworkers include the following jewellery makers: 


Madeleine Austin, Raymond Green, Miss A. V. Jukes, 
Ann McNally, Jeffery Osborne, Stuart Syddall, 
Anthony Mark Allen, Sonia Brown, Rita Fitz- 
water, Paul Gilbert, Douglas Herring, Pamela 
Hoare, Barbara Hunter, Anne Linton, Joan 
Miller, Stella Parry, John Purnell, Robin Shelton, 
Barbara Westwood, Frederick Whyte, Jacqueline 
Wake. 

Maureen Abbott and Christine Barnett are doing 
embroidery work. 


STUDY AT HOME 


Resolve to make the most of 1962 and the years that 
follow by starting on a well-paid career NOW. Your 
first step is to send for the FREE 100-page book “‘The 
Direct Way to Success” which will open your eyes to 
the rewarding future that can be yours through the 
Home Study Courses of The School of Accountancy. 


* Rapid effective coaching for G.C.E. and 
all Professional Prelims. 


* Commercial Courses of all grades. 


* Professional Courses for Accountancy, 
Costing, and Secretarial Examinations. 


* 50 years of successful career-building is 
at your service. 


Don’t miss this chance. Send off today for this interesting 
and vitally important book—it 1s yours for the asking. 


Accountancy 


133 Regent House, 6 Norfolk Street, London, W.C.2 


MEDICI 
PICTURES 


add a sense of welcome, 
friendliness, warmth 
and character to any 
room, whether at home 
or in the office. There 
are many lovely child- 
ren’s pictures as well 
as the Medici repro- 
ductions from works of 
great artists of all ages. 


V. Ward 
25/- 


Spring Babies 
Price 


The Medici General Catalogue, price 12/6d. post paid, con- 
tains 700 illustrations with 150 full colour, or free brochure 
available on request to the Medici Society, Box N2, 34/44 
Pentonville Road, London, N.1. 


J. Strevens 
7/6d 


Medici pictures are Among the Bracken 


available in various 
sizes, framed and un- 
framed. Obtainable 
from your local print- 
seller and the addresses 
below. 


THE MEDICI 
GALLERIES 


7 Grafton Street 
London W.1 
26 Thurloe Street 
London S.W.7 
63 Bold Street 
Liverpool 1 


Price 


21 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE No. 25 
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ACROSS 

1. Boasts a handful of relatives. 6 

7. Miry pad arranged as some protection for mummy. 7. 

8. Half a thousand rivulets as a feature of basic training. 6. 

9. Must be low comedy! 4. 
10. The sunshade foreshortens a sign of tiredness. 6. 
15. One of a German set of lancers. 5. 
16. Nothing but a tender trap! 4. 
17. and 14. Suffering from acid, I bet! 8 

18. Following port it’s a case! 
19. Yet it has no food value to the unemployed. 4. 
20. ‘Each in his... cell forever laid, 

The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep.”” Thos. Gray. 6. 

24. Talented enough to swing round the island. 4. 
25. Christen no return for capital. 6. 
26. He’s somewhat shy and retiring. 7. 
27. One whole floor devoted to oyster distribution? 6. 


DOWN 

Ta Fieryssred spiritsm io: 

2. This Jack is a welltried standard. 5. 

3. A grabber in the feathered world so to speak. 5. 

4. My Fair Lady minus a score. 

5. He is the last thing in barter. 9. 

6. The pluck of Nero? 9 
11. “So we hover anag. 9. 
12. Beanfly if sprayed in an inexpressible way. 9. 
13. “Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest, 

Some Cromwell . . of his country’s blood.” Thos. Gray. 9. 

21. Childish contrast. 5S. 
22. Did he come to power by inches? 5. 
23. Peter’s Darling girl. 5 


WORKING FOR OTHERS 


Tees of youngsters do a great deal to help spastics by 

organising sales-of-work, backyard concerts or putting 
their pennies into collecting boxes. Thirty boys at The High 
School, Welwyn Garden City, had a different idea. They 
helped by using their muscles, when a work party spent six 
days at Sherrards Training Centre. 
Now one of them, W. Holm, a fifth- 
former, has been persuaded to tell us 
about it: 

“Although we were kept quite busy, 
there was plenty of time, especially at 
dinner-time, to get to know the spas- 
tics, although at first we found them a 
little reticent. However, towards the 
end of our stay, several of the boys 
even played football with them—it is 
quite surprising how active some of 
them are. We also had a tour through 
their interesting workshops. Each per- 
son was working a machine just as 
a normal person would. By the end of 
our stay we knew and had made 
friends with nearly all of them. 

“Apart from getting to know the 
spastics—which was our ultimate aim 
—there was a job to be done. This 
entailed cutting down several large, 
dead trees and removing their roots, 
levelling ground, weeding and pre- 
paring it for a lawn, cutting and trim- 
ming bushes and laying a gravel path, 


a very friendly atmosphere prevailed and I am sure everyone 
who went enjoyed himself. 

“On the last day at the Centre, the Principal, Mr. Knight, 
made a small presentation to each member of the group. 
We were all very pleased and, needless to say, surprised.” 


THERE ARE NO 


CRISPS 


TO EQUAL 


SM| TH’S 


cutting hedges and, the worst job of FOR QUALITY AND FLAVOUR 


all, preparing some overgrown ground 
for a garden. However hard the work, 
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AFFILIATED GROUPS 


AND LOCAL CENTRES 
OF THE N.S:S. 


Eastern Region 

Boston District Branch 

Chesterfield and District Spastics Society 
TC 


Corby and District Spastics Society 
Derby and District Branch of NSS T 
Grantham & District Friends of Spastics 
Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Spastics 
Society T 
Ipswich and East Suffolk Spastics Society 
T 


Leicester and Leicestershire Spastics 
Society 
Lincoln Branch 
Mansfield and District Friends of Spastics 
Group Oo 
Norfolk and Norwich Spastic Association 
T 


Northampton and County Spastics Society 
TE 


Nottingham Friends of Spastics Group 
(Sub-Committee of Nottingham District 
Cripples Guild) TEC 

Peterborough and District Spastics Edy 


Scunthorpe and District Spastic Society C 

Stamford and District Branch of NSS 
(Regional Officer: H. G. Knight, 58 
Park Road, Peterborough, Northants. 
Tel: 67045) 


Midland Region 
Cannock Chase Spastic Association 
Coventry and District Spastics Society R 
Dudley and District Spastic Group 0) 
North Staffordshire Spastic Association T 
Shrewsbury and District Spastics Group 
Stafford and District Spastic Association 
Worcester and District Branch of NSS 
(Officer to be appointed) 


North-Eastern Region 

Barnsley and District Association of the 
NSS C 

Bradford and District Branch of the NSS 

Castleford and District Spastics 
Committee 

Darlington and District Spastics Society 

Dewsbury and District Spastics Society 

Goole and District Spastics Association 

Halifax and District Spastic Group W 

Huddersfield and District Spastics poo 


Hull Group, The Friends of Spastics 
Society in Hull and District H 
Leeds and District Spastics Society 
Pontefract and District Spastics 
Association 
Rawmarsh end Parkgate Spastics Society 
Sheffield and District Spastics Society T 
Sunderland and District Spastics Society 
Tees-side Parents and Friends of yee 


York and District Spastic Group T 
(Reg. Off. R. ¥#. F. Whyte, NSS, Tre- 
velyan Chambers, 7 Boar Lane, Leeds 1. 
Tel: 33933) 


North Western Region 
Barrow-in-Furness and District Spastic 
and Handicapped Children’s Society C 
Birkenhead Spastic Children’s Society TE 
Blackburn and District Spastics Group 
Blackpool and Fylde Spastic Group CW 
Bollington, Macclesfield and District 
Committee for Spastic Children 


Bolton and District Group of the NSS 
TE 


Burnley Area and Rossendale Spastics 
Society 

Chester and District Spastics Assoc. TE 

Crewe and District Spastics Society TO 

Crosby and District Spastics Society 

Cumberland, Westmorland and Furness 
Spastics Society H 

Lancaster, Morecambe and District 
Spastics Society 

Manchester and District Spastics Society 

T 


Oldham & District Spastics Society T 
Preston and District Spastic Group T 
Sale, Altrincham and District Spastics 
Society RTEC 
Southport, Formby and District Spastics 
Society 
Stockport, East Cheshire and High Peak 
Spastics Society TEO 
Urmston and District Group of the NSS 
TC 


Warrington Group for the Welfare of 
Spastics 

Widnes Spastics Fellowship Group 
(Reg Off: T. H. Keighley, 20 Brazen- 
nose Street, Manchester. 
Tel: Blackfriars 6130) 


Northern Home Counties Region 

Bedford and District TOWE 

Bishop’s Stortford and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 

Central Middlesex Spastics Welfare 
Society 

Clacton and District Group 

Colchester and District Group 

East Herts Group, Herts Spastics Society 

East London Spastic Society 

Epping Forest and District Branch of NSS 

TO 

Essex Group of the NSS 

Harlow and District Branch 

Hatfield and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society 

Hemel Hempstead and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 

Hitchin and District Friends of Spastics 

Herts Spastics Society 

Ilford, Romford and District Spastics 
Association 

Luton, Dunstable and District Spastics 
Group 

Maidenhead Friends of Spastics Group 

North London Area Association of Parents 
and Friends of Spastics T 

North-West London Group of the NSS 

Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare Society 
of the NSS TE 

Reading and Berkshire Spastics Society TE 

Slough and District Spastics Welfare 
Society 

Southend-on-Sea and District Spastics 
Society TEO 

South-West Middlesex Group of the See 


St. Albans and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society T 

Walthamstow and District Spastics Society 

Watford and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society 

Welwyn Garden City and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 

Wycombe and District Spastics Society T 
(Reg. Off: R. C. Lemarie, 32 High St., 
Watford. Tel: 41565) 


South-Eastern Region 

Bournemouth, Poole and District Spastics 
Society TE 

Brighton, Hove and District Branch TOC 

Central Surrey Group WwW 


Croydon and District Branch TEW 

East Sussex Group (Hastings and 
District ) 

Folkestone and District Branch of NSS 

Isle of Wight Group TE 

Maidstone Area Spastic Group OT 


Medway Towns Branch of NSS 

North Hants and West Surrey Group TE 
North Surrey Group Ww 
North-West Kent Spastics Group Ww 


North-West Surrey Group TE 
Portsmouth and District Spastics Society 
TEW 


Southampton and District Spastics 
Association 

South-East London Group T 

South-East Surrey Spastics Group 
(Redhill) 

South London Group 

South-West London and District Group 

South-West Surrey Group TE 

Thanet Group 

Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge and Area 
Group 

West Kent Spastics Society—Incorporat- 
ing Bromley and District Spastics Group 
(Reg. Off: H. #. I. Cunningham, 55 
London Road, Horsham, Sussex. 
Tel: 60100) 
(Hampshire T. & V. Organiser: Capt. 
C. S. B. Swinley, 32 St. Cross Road, 
Winchester. Tel: 61221) 


Welsh Region (including Mon.) 
Cardiff and District Spastic Association 
Ee 


Colwyn Bay and District Spastics Society 
Conway and District Branch of NSS 
Kenfig Hill and District Spastics Society 


Merthyr Tydfil and District Spastics 
Society 

Pontypridd and District Group 

Swansea and District Spastics Association 


(Reg. Off: B. Kingsley-Davies, 64 St. 
Mary Street, Cardiff. 
Tel: Cardiff 29289). 


Western Region 
Bridgewater and District Friends of 
Spastics Association 
Bristol Spastics Association CTOW 
Cheltenham Spastic Aid Association ET 
Exeter and District Spastics Society 
Plymouth Spastic (CP) Association 
COETW 
Swindon and District Spastic Society 
Yeovil and District Spastics Welfare 
Society 
(Reg. Off: Mrs. A. Mansel-Dyer, St. 
Fohn House, Park Street, Taunton, 
Somerset. Tel: 81678) 


Jersey Branch of the NSS, Channel 
Islands 


Chief Regional Officer: 
(A. M. Frank, 12 Park Cresc., London, 
W.1.) 


Local Projects Secretary: 
(D. Lancaster-Gaye, 12 Park Cresc., 
London, W.1.) 


Key: 
T—tTreatment Available 
E—Education 
O—Occupation Centre 
W—Work Centre 
H—Holiday Home 
C—Child Care 
R—Residential Centre 
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COLWALL COURT 
SPASTICS HOLIDAY HOTEL 


Bexhill-on-Sea 


3 minutes from sea 


Near Shops 
S20 7$.>-H.O dee Awe © inci 


Unaccompanied children specially catered for 


WEEKLY TERMS by house parents 
Children, | - E z r 7 eaten. * Residential S.R.N. 
16 and Over - - - - 7 gns. 
Non-S pastic Adults: Sai 
May,: September” -420>-.% 25 “8 sens. * Specially arranged outings by hotel bus 
June - - - - - 10 gns. 
Young adults over 16 can be accepted by arrangement Lift and toilets on ground floor. Fully equipped 
with the Manager. Children’s play room. TV and record rooms. Large 
Apply to The Manager: Colwell Court, Pages Avenue, garden with play area. Swimming pool in process of 
Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex. Tel: Bexhill 1491. construction will be ready for the new season. 


AMESBURY SURGICAL APPLIANCES LTD 


AVONSTOKE HOUSE AMESBURY WILTSHIRE 
Telephone 2157 


‘The Ruby’ 


An entirely New Tubular Steel Chair especially designed to assist in the 
care of Handicapped, Mentally Retarded, Spastic and Blind Children 


* 24 inch castors with rubber * Tray moulded in one piece 
tyres, rear one fitted with from non-inflammable lamin- 
brakes. ated plastic, cream. Easily 


fitted to chair in telescopic 


* Footrest is adjustable for tubes-with asitjele peer iocks 


height giving several positions. 

* Frame in light grey enamel. 

* Large centre pommel adjust- Foam upholstery covered 
able,"optional. with"pale green vynide. 


NO WING NUTS TO LOSE OR COME UNDONE 


Price £10 10s. Od. Pommel I2s. 6d. extra 


Published by the National Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, London, W.1. Printed by Farncombe & Co. (1928) Ltd., Lewes 


